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Orchestra:

Piccolo

Flute

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb with whawha mute, harmon mute and practice mute (or straight mute)

2 Trombones  with harmon mute and practice mute (or straight mute)

Tuba

Harp

Percussion (2 Players)

Maracas

Shaker

Big Cabasa

Cricket Rattle (Wooden Frog Buzzer)

Paper rattle (ossia: Newspaper, that makes a similar noise like insects in the leafs)

Whip

Bass Drum

Spiral Trash Cymbal (or suspended Cymbal)

Metal Chimes

Solo - Violin

Violin I (min. 6 Players)

Violin II (min. 5 Players)

Viola (min. 4 Players)

Violoncello (min. 4 Players)

Contrabass (min. 2 players with 5 strings, lowest on B natural)

---

All string players need mutes (except Contrabass)

It is necessary to have about 16 Shaking eggs and 16 Maracas, one of each for every wind player (except 

Piccolo, Oboe 1 and Trumpet 1). To create the most interesting sound texture, it is recommended to use 

different sizes and characters. If there are not enough Maracas available, they can be replaced by additional 

shaking eggs.

Strings, Piccolo, Oboe 1 and Trumpet 1 need extra score prints and stands for the offstage positions.

The other players should play this section by heart to be more flexible in their placement.

The piece can be performed even in a smaller version without:

Harp, Tuba and the bigger Percussion (Bass Drum, Spiral Trash, Metal Chimes).

In this case the other players should play the “ossia propositions” as indicated.

Duration: ca. 15'30 min.

Premiere of the First Version: 21.05.2018 

Premiere of the Instrumental Version: 20.01.2019 

Berliner Philharmonie, Kammermusiksaal

Karajan Akademie der Berliner Philharmoniker, Direction: Gregor A. Mayrhofer

Premiere of the Orchestra Version: 08.12.2019 Tonhalle Düsseldorf, 

Symphonieorchester der Robert Schumann Hochschule, Direction: Gregor A. Mayrhofer

Recording available on iTunes. 



Position in the Room:

In order to create for the audience the feeling of sitting in the middle of the insect swarm the players should 

be ideally placed around/in/behind the audience. Violins, Violas, Piccolo, Oboe 1 and Trumpet 1 should have

a copy of the first few pages of their part on a stand at the off stage position. The other players should play 

the beginning by heart, so that they can be placed freely in between the audience.

Proposition for halls with the stage in the middle: (like Kammermusiksaal of the Berliner Philharmonie)

 

Proposition for halls with all the audience on one side:

Stage

Ob, Bsn

Tp, Hrn

(very distant)

Fl, Cl

Tbn, Tub

(very distant)

Vl I Vl II, Vla
Audience

(Audience)

(Audience)(Audience)

Cond.Sl-Vl

Vcl 2

Vcl 1 Cb

Hrp

Perc.

Stage

(Audience)

Sl-Vl

Vcl 2Vcl 1 Cb

Hrp
Perc.

Cond.

Vl I (far away) Vl II, Vla 

(far away)

Fl

(close)
Ob

(close)

All other wind instruments somewhere besides/in between the audience

(play the beginning by heart)

Tp 1

(very far away, 

if possible higher)



When the players walk on stage (if possible through the audience) like indicated in the score the players 

should arrive at the following seating:

The wind instruments should already be on stage. The players take only the Maracas/Shaker to their “off 

stage positions” (except Piccolo, Trumpet and the Oboe (only reed!) who need them “off stage”).

Other halls may need slightly varied off stage positions. These should be decided by the conductor. It is 

important, that the “off stage musicians” are in the beginning not in the consciousness of the listener and that

they can walk to their position while playing. The listener should perceive the space and the “surround 

sound” as an important aspect of this piece.

Cond.

Vl I Sl-Vl Vl II 

Vla Vcl 2

Vcl 1 Cb

Hrp

Wooodwinds

Hrns, Tp., Tbns, Tb.

Perc.
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